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smoke now arose from the ruined towns of Numidia. Only Cirta, Hippo, and Carthage had successfully opposed the invaders ; and these were closely besieged, and had little human hope of ultimate deliverance. Hippo occupied a fortunate position from a military point of view, as I have already described. Two broad rivers protected it on the north and south, and stout walls drawn from river to river defended its eastern and western boundaries. But in the distracted condition of the empire there seemed so little prospect of relief from beyond the seas that defeat could only be a question of time. To all human appearances the end of the African Church was in view ; it was most certainly the end of Augustine's work that was written in lurid letters, for his dying eyes to read, over the face of the country. There were those who found a certain consolation in the belief that the end of the world was heralded in this devastation. The question of the end of the world had always been approached with hesitation and reserve by Augustine, He saw that the prophecies of the New Testament had not been fulfilled. The nations had not been converted to Christ (Arianism being as rank an error as polytheism), and certainly theem, and grasped
